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Native Plant Alternatives to Traditional Ornamentals  

 Native Plants Traditional Ornamental Plants 
Groundcovers     

 
Arctostaphylos  'Carmel Sur', ‘Pacific Mist’, (all Arc. 
Part shade) Sedum spp., Myoporum, Cotoneaster 

 Artemisia ‘Canyon Grey’  
* Aster chilensis ‘Pt. St. George’ Lantana (Purple) 
* Baccharis pilularis 'Pigeon Point' Lantana, Ice Plant, Acacia redolens 

 Ceanothus griseus var. horizonatalis 'Yankee Point' Star Jasmine, Cape Plumbago, Rosemary 
 Ceanothus ‘Joyce Coulter’ Acacia redolens 
 Epilobium ‘Everett’s Choice’, ‘Calistoga’ Lantana 

* Erigeron glaucus and ‘Sea Breeze’ Gazania, Lantana, African Daisy 
 Eriogonum fasciculatum ‘Warriner Lytle’ Rosemary 

* Fragaria chiloensis (shade)  
 Grindelia stricta venulosa  Gazania 

* Iva hayesiana Acacia redolens 
* Jaumea carnosa Trailing Iceplant 
 Lessingia (Corethrogyne) ‘Silver Carpet’ Myoporum, Dymondia, 
 Mahonia repens Star Jasmine, Nandina (Compact) 

 Salvia ‘Bee’s Bliss’ (plant in winter) Myoporum, Dymondia,  

 Salvia ‘Dara’s Choice’ (plant in winter) Rosemary 

 Salvia leucophylla 'Point Sal Spreader' Scaveola, Gaura 
 Satureja (Clinopodium) douglasii Ajuga 
 Sedum spathulifolium ‘Cape Blanco’ Sedums, Ice Plant 
     

Shrubs   
* Abutilon palmeri Hibiscus 
 Arctostaphylos densiflora 'Howard Mcminn' Rhaphiolepis, Escalonia 
 Arctostaphylos ‘Sunset’  
 Artemisia ‘Montara’ Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’ 

* Atriplex lentiformis Acacia redolens 
* Bahiopsis (Viguiera) laciniata Euryops, Lantana 
 Calliandra californica Callistemon ‘Little John’ 
 Calliandra eriophylla  
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 Calycanthus occidentalis (Shade) Camelia  

 Ceanothus 'Concha' Hibiscus, Alyogyne, Oleander 
 Constancea (Eriophyllum) nevinii  Dusty Miller 
 Dendromecon harfordii  
 Eriogonum arborescens Rosemary 
 Eriogonum fasciculatum ‘Dana Point’  

 Eriogonum giganteum Echium 
 Euphorbia misera  
 Fallugia paradoxa  

 
Frangula (Rhamnus) californica 'Eve Case' , 
‘Leatherleaf’, ‘Mound San Bruno’  Rhaphiolepis, Pittosporum Wheeler's Dwarf 

 Gambelia juncea  

 Gambelia speciosa (or  'Firecracker' ) Russelia equisetiformis 
* Heteromeles arbutifolia (and ‘Davis Gold’) Olive, Ligustrum, Pyracantha 
 Hyptis emoryi Westringia, Leucophyllum 
 Lepechinia fragrans Buddleja 
 Mahonia aquifolium ‘Compacta’ False Holly, Nandina (Heavenly Bamboo) 
 Malosma laurina Lavatera, Oleander 

* Myrica californica Eugenia, Ficus, Oleander, Ilex, Laurel 

 Peritoma (Isomeris) arborea  Euryops,  
 Prunus illicifolia Ligustrum, Eugenia, Myrtus 
 Rhus integrifolia  
 Ribes aureum  
 Ribes sanguineum  
 Ribes viburnifolium (Shade) Fuschia, Begonia 
 Salvia clevelandii (‘Pozo Blue’ or ‘Allen Chickering’) Caryopteris, Gaura, Lavender 
 Simmondsia chinensis Ligustrum 

 Sphaeralcea ambigua (and ‘Louis Hamilton’) Lantana (Shrub Form) 
* Verbena lilacina ‘De La Mina’ Lantana 

 

Trees     
* Alnus rhombifolia Maple, Ash, Liquidamber, Ginko 
 Ceanothus ‘Ray Hartman’ (Coastal or Part Shade) Lavatera maritima, Solanum 

* Cercis occidentalis Bauhinia, Flowering Cherry 
 Cercocarpus betuloides or minutiflorus Pittosporum ‘Silver Sheen’ 
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* Chilopsis linearis Bauhinia, Tabebuia, Flowering Cherry 
* Fraxinus velutina Koelreuteria, Liquidamber 
 Hesperocyparis (Cupressus) forbesii Italian Cypress,  Hollywood Juniper 
 Lavatera (Malva) assurgentiflora Lavatera maritima, Orchid Tree (Bauhinia) 

 Lyonothamnus floribundus ssp. Asplenifolius Grevillea robusta, Eucalyptus, Melaleuca 
 Parkinsonia ‘Desert Museum’  

* Platanus racemosa Liquidamber 

 Pinus torreyana Canary Island Pine 
* Populus fremontii  
* Populus trichocarpa  
* Prosopis glandulosa Prosopis chilensis 
* Prunus illicifolia var lyonii Pyrus (Pear), Ficus nitida 

 Quercus agrifolia Magnolia, Schinus (Pepper Tree) 
 Quercus engelmannii  

* Salix goodingii, laevigata, lasiolepis  
* Sambucus nigra ssp. Caerulea Olive, Dombeya rotundifolia 
* Umbellularia californica Bay Laurel, Carrotwood 

     
Succulents     

 Agave shawi Aloe, Agave 
 Agave sebastiana Aloe, Agave 
 Bergerocactus emoryii  

 Dudleya brittonii (Baja Native) Echeveria, Sempervivum 

 Hesperaloe parviflora (Sonoran Native) Kangaroo Paw (Anigozanthos), Flax 

 Hesperoyucca whipplei Cordyline, Flax 
 Opuntia litoralis  

 Yucca schidigera  Yucca 
   

Grasses   

 Aristida purpurea Nasella tenuissima, Pennisetum 
 Bouteloua ‘Blonde Ambition’ PP22,048 Nasella tenuissima 

* Carex barbarae  
* Carex pansa/praegracilis  
* Carex spissa Phormiun (Flax), 
* Elymus condensatus 'Canyon prince' Phormium (Flax), Agapanthus, Dianella,  
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* Festuca rubra ‘Molate’  
* Festuca rubra 'Patrick's Point' Blue Fescue 
* Muhlenbergia dubia (Texas native)  
* Muhlenbergia rigens Calamagrostis, Miscanthus 
* Sporobolus airoides Nasella tenuissima 

 

 

 

*Bioswale Options 

Vines     

 Calystegia macrostegia Morning Glory 

 Clematis pauciflora  Honeysuckle, Grewia 
 Lonicera hispidula  

* Vitis californica and girdiana Ivy 
* Vitis ‘Roger’s Red’ (hybrid)  

     
Perennials     

* Achillea millefolium Annuals /Color 
* Achillea ‘Moonshine’ (hybrid)  
* Achillea ‘Paprika’  
* Anemopsis californica  

 Epilobium canum and ‘Calistoga’ Russelia equisetiformis, Wildflowers 

 Eriogonum grande rubescens Armeria, Scabiosa 

 Heuchera maxima (Shade) Helleborus, Hosta 
* Iris douglasiana (Shade)  
 Monardella villosa ‘Russian River’  
 Romneya coulteri  

* Sisyrinchium bellum Society Garlic (Tulbaghia)  


